of factors, "causes/7 Hence, it must be studied by the complex
method, by the combined efforts of a number of specialists,,
so as to take in all these complex processes. This complex
method was in itself one of Dokuchayev's important discov-
eries. It could not be employed by a scientist working alone;
only a body of scientists could cope with researches of this
kind. This led straight to the formation of a school of scientists,
bound by common interests and friendship.

The year  1882  saw the beginning of the first of Doku-
chayev's complex  expeditions  that  became  famous   in  the
history of science. The Nizhni-Novgorod Zemstvo Administra-
tion requested  that   a  commission be sent  to   inspect  and
assess the land of the Nizhni-Novgorod Gubernia (for taxa-
tion   purposes,   the  Administration   was   not   interested   in
anything else).  This could have been done thoroughly and
honestly, and then a book could have been published at the
Administration's expense, a book with tables of figures and
a few  observations   about  the  alarming  spread   of ravines
in this wooded-steppe region, about  the open-field   system,
the poverty prevailing in the villages, and about the Makarev
Pair;  and also regrets that the methods employed by "en-
lightened farmers"   were  spreading very  slowly  in the gu-
bernia.

But Dokuchayev did not set about the task in this way.
What did he do? His biographer tells us that "here, his ex-
traordinary talent as an organizer revealed itself to the full."
He enlisted the services of some of his students for the work.
Among them were: P. A. Zemyatchensky, A. N. Krasnov,
F. Y. Levinson-Lessing, N. M. Sibirtsev and A. R. Ferkhmin.
All of them subsequently became famous scientists.

It was during the Nizhni-Novgorod Expedition of 1882-86
that the Russian school of soil science, the first in the world.
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